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Evonik and SINOPEC to collaborate in OSN membrane 

technology 

 

The German specialty chemicals company Evonik Industries AG 

and SINOPEC Beijing Research Institute of the Chemical 

Industry  (BRICI) have signed a collaboration agreement to 

build a process development laboratory for Organic Solvent 

Nanofiltration (OSN) membrane technology. 

 

Based on its solid technical expertise and comprehensive OSN 

product portfolio, Evonik will act jointly with BRICI to develop new 

processes for Sinopec. “Starting up the OSN lab is a consistent step 

in our growth plan for the attractive membrane business,” notes Dr. 

Dominic Stoerkle, Vice President & General Manager of the High 

Performance Polymers Business Line Asia Pacific at Evonik. “Based on 

the close partnership with BRICI and our active participation in the 

open platform, we anticipate further growth to result from the new 

joint OSN laboratory. ” 

 

Professor Li Hongbo, president of the Yanshan Branch of BRICI, 

particularly emphasized his organization’s willingness to enter into 

a more extensive cooperation with Evonik: “The joint OSN laboratory 

is a novel approach to fostering collaboration. It is well aligned with 

our regional innovation strategy and future development vision. 

Evonik will contribute advanced technology, which Sinopec will make 

accessible to various business stages. With Evonik’s support, we will 

also build up a pilot plant unit in one of Sinopec’s production sites 

as an OSN reference plant.” 

 

Founded in1958, BRICI is a pioneering institution in China dedicated 

to comprehensive research for the petrochemical industry. When 

Evonik initiated the first contact with BRICI in 2015, both parties 

showed strong interest in potential OSN applications for the 

petrochemical industry. In the following year, a series of laboratory-

scale tests were successfully conducted for a lube oil dewaxing 

application. To enter into a partnership with the aim of developing 

more processes and setting up a long-term collaboration, both 

sides initiated several management-level meetings to discuss a 

future collaboration strategy. The joint OSN laboratory was officially 

June 29, 2017 
 

Scarlett Shi 

Communications 

Tel +86 21 6119-1000 

Fax +86 21 6119-1116 

scarlett.shi@evonik.com 

 

Evonik Industries AG 

Rellinghauser Straße 1-11 

45128 Essen 

Germany 

Phone +49 201 177-01 

Fax +49 201 177-3475 

www.evonik.com 

 

Supervisory Board 

Dr. Werner Mü ller, Chairman 

Executive Board 

Dr. Klaus Engel, Chairman 

Christian Kullmann, Deputy Chairman 

Dr. Ralph Sven Kaufmann 

Thomas Wessel 

Ute Wolf 

 

Registered Office is Essen 

Register Court Essen Local Court 

Commercial Registry B 19474 

mailto:scarlett.shi@evonik.com


 

 

Page 2 of 3 

established in early 2017, when Evonik’s first (lab-scale) equipment 

arrived at BRICI. 

 

In the future, the laboratory will focus on the petrochemical industry 

to open up substantial markets in both China and the entire Asian 

region for OSN applications.  

 

What is OSN? 

Organic Solvent Nanofiltration (OSN) is an innovative and 

environmentally friendly membrane technology, which has a wide 

range of applications in the petrochemical, pharmaceutical, fine 

chemicals, and food industry. 

Caption:  

DuraMem® and PuraMem® - Integrate solvent-stable membrane. 

 

 
 

 
Company information  
Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders  
in specialty chemicals. Profitable growth and a sustained increase in the value of 
the company form the heart of Evonik’s corporate strategy. Its activities focus on 
the key megatrends health, nutrition, resource efficiency and globalization. Evonik 
benefits specifically from its innovative prowess and integrated technology 
platforms. Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world with more than 
35,000 employees. In fiscal 2016 the enterprise generated sales of around €12.7 
billion and an operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of about €2.165 billion. 
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Evonik Industries has been producing specialty chemical products in the Greater 
China region (Mainland China, Hong Kong and Taiwan) since the late 1970’s; with 
wide-ranging trading relations already in place prior to this in the region. Evonik 
regards Greater China as one of the driving forces of the global economy and we 
consequently endeavor to grow our business in the region. The company now has 
around 3,200 employees in the Greater China region, the regional sales reached 
about €1.3 billion in 2016. 
 
 
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where 
our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may 
involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments 
may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik 
Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to update the 
forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release. 


