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Cutting-edge Catalysis Process Enhances Chemical Industry Upgrade 

– The Fifth “Evonik Meets Science” Workshop Held in Shanghai 

On March 19th to 20th, Evonik Industries held the fifth “Evonik Meets 
Science China” Symposium with the theme “catalytic processes” in 
Shanghai. Experts and professors in catalysis area from over ten 
domestic universities and institutes in China, including Academician Li 
Can, the first Chinese Chairman of International Association of Catalysis 
Societies, had a two day’s in-depth discussion and idea exchange with 
the business and R&D managers from Evonik. 

 Catalytic processes are of most importance to run energy efficient and 
waste reduced processes. Without catalysts many reactions do not work 
at all. Today there are many types of catalysts used in nearly all type of 
reactions. A special type of catalysts is alkoxides, the Indispensable 
catalysts for bio-diesel production. After extensive research and 
development, Evonik now provides alkoxide, which could increase the 
output of biodiesel by 5 percent and form a by-product with considerate 
economic values in the production process.  

Evonik is a leading supplier of catalysts, catalytic process know how and 
catalyst solutions. It offers an extensive range of heterogeneous and 
certain homogeneous catalysts from a single source, as well as 
integrated services for customers from the life sciences, fine chemicals, 
industrial chemicals, chemical intermediates, and polymers industries. 
Recently Evonik announced to build up a precious metal powder catalyst 
manufacturing plant in Shanghai, China. The plant will start operation in 
the fourth quarter of 2009. Precious metal powder catalysts are used in 
the synthesis of pharmaceuticals, fine chemicals and industrial chemicals.  

As a creative industrial group, Evonik focuses on research and 
development to remain its competitive advantages.  As commented by Dr. 
Yu Dahai, President of Evonik Greater China Region, “today China owns 
numerous groups of world-class institutions and experts in chemistry. 
Evonik therefore attaches great importance to keep the dialogues and 
cooperation with Chinese scientists. We learn from each other and work 
closely together to develop innovative solutions for chemicals 
industry. ” Worldwide, Evonik Industries has over 2,300 R&D employees 
working at more than 35 locations. We have 300 partnerships with 
universities over the world. Products, processes and applications 
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developed in the past five years account for about 20 percent of sales in 
the Chemicals Business Area.  

”Evonik Meets Science China” Symposium, as a traditional event in Evonik, 
has been held five times in China since the China R&D Center was 
established in 2004.  The themes of the past “Evonik Meets Science” 
symposiums covered the topics like biorenewables, functional polymers,  
nanotechnology and biotechnology. 

Company information 
 
Evonik Industries is the creative industrial group from Germany which operates in 
three business areas: Chemicals, Energy and Real Estate. Evonik is a global leader 
in specialty chemicals, an expert in power generation from hard coal and 
renewable energies, and one of the largest private residential real estate 
companies in Germany. Our strengths are creativity, specialization, continuous 
self-renewal, and reliability. Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the 
world. In its fiscal year 2007 about 43,000 employees generated sales of about 
€14.4 billion. 
 
Evonik Industries has been producing specialty chemical products in China since 
the early 1990’s, with wide-ranging trading relations already in place prior to 
this. The Group now has a total of 19 companies and 15 production sites in the 
region. In fiscal year 2007, 4,200 employees generated sales of €754 million. 
Evonik regards China as one of the driving forces of the global economy, and we 
consequently intend to increase our business in Greater China to around €1 
billion in 2009. 
  
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where 
our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements 
may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or 
developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. 
Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to 
update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release. 
 


