Evonik boosts capacity for special silicas at its Rheinfelden
site




New production line for surface-treated AEROSIL® fumed
silica
Global production capacity to increase by 25 percent
Strengthening the leading market position for specialty
fumed oxides in attractive markets

Beginning in October 2014, Evonik Industries (of Essen, Germany)
officially opened a new production line to manufacture surfacetreated fumed silica under the AEROSIL® brand name. The new line
will be located at Evonik’s Rheinfelden, Germany site, which will
boost their global production capacity for these products by 25
percent. AEROSIL® specialty silica grades enhance the properties of
high-performance adhesives, sealants and industrial resins, as
well as varnishes and paints. The key driver behind the soaring
demand for these products is the development of resource
efficient products and technologies. Market trends, including the
development of renewable energy sources, and the automotive
industry’s trend away from mechanical fasteners in favor of higher
performance bonding will be supported by this expansion. Other
significant applications using the specialty silica grades include
defoamer, plastic and toner products.
Dr. Johannes Ohmer, head of the Inorganic Materials Business Unit
in the Resource Efficiency section, sees the investment helping to
further consolidate the specialized nature of the silica business:
“Our new facility for surface-treated specialty silica will reinforce
our commitment to maintain the leading position we enjoy in the
market for special oxides.”
Andreas Fischer, head of the Silica division, also commented on
the official opening: “Our developments allow our customers to
bring innovative products onto the market. Namely, they pave the
way for them to produce high-performance adhesives with
optimal properties or unsaturated polyester resins for lightweight
construction applications with minimal consumption of raw
materials.”
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Among other qualities, fumed special silica grades made by Evonik
optimize rheology, viscosity and thixotropy of liquid and gel-like
formulations as well as suspension properties of pigments and
fillers they contain. They also boost the flow rate of powdery
products and prevent caking during production and storage.
Evonik is the world leading silica manufacturer with the most
diverse product portfolio. In addition to AEROSIL® fumed silica,
the specialty chemicals company also manufactures other fumed
metal oxides, including titanium and aluminum oxides under the
trade name AEROXIDE®. Evonik also produces SIPERNAT® and
ULTRASIL® precipitated silica for many high growth markets such
as low rolling resistance tires. With this new capacity on stream,
Evonik’s global annual production capacity for precipitated and
fumed silica, metal oxides and matting agents now exceeds
550,000 tons, with many more projects in the planning and
implementation phases to continually support the global customer
base.

Company information
Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders
in specialty chemicals. Profitable growth and a sustained increase in the value of
the company form the heart of Evonik’s corporate strategy. Its activities focus on
the key megatrends health, nutrition, resource efficiency and globalization. Evonik
benefits specifically from its innovative prowess and integrated technology
platforms.
Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2013 more than
33,500 employees generated sales of around €12.7 billion and an operating profit
(adjusted EBITDA) of about €2.0 billion.
Evonik Industries has been producing specialty chemical products in the Greater
China region (Mainland China, Hong Kong and Taiwan) since the late 1970’s; with
wide-ranging trading relations already in place prior to this in the region. Evonik
regards Greater China as one of the driving forces of the global economy and we
consequently endeavour to grow our business in the region. The company now
has around 3,200 employees in the Greater China region, the regional sales
reached over €1 billion in 2013.

Disclaimer
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where
our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements
may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or
developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment.
Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to
update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release.
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